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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

a. Project Title: Discover the Flyway

Applicant: Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.,
P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (916)756-7248, Fax: (916)758-1673,
e-mail: robin @ den.davis .ea.us

b. Project Description and Primary Biological/Eeeiogieal Objective~
Compatibility with CALFED Objectives

The creation of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (hereafter "Wildlife Area") in the heart of the
Pacific Flyway and the center of the CALFED Project Area is an outstanding example of precisely the
sort of long-term habitat restoration activity that CALFED seeks to achieve. And it h~ already been
accomplished. The Yolo Basin Foundatlan (the Foundation) has received widespread recognition
as the key player in building the constituency and sustaining the commitment to see the Wildlife Area to
completion. It can be the catalyst for comparable CALFED achievements in the rest of the Delta.

The Discaver the Flyway Program (the Program) is a continuation and broadening of the
Foundation’s constituency building activities to support restoration and long-term management of
significant biological resources in the Yolo Basin area. CALFED is ~sked in this Proposal to
expand the Program. It is what CALFED must acc~mpli.ch ff it is to see its preferred approach of
adaptive manageruent succeed: the development of sustained public understanding and support for
appropriate environmental restoration and management activities.

The Program creates an informative set of programs making the’WiidlSfe Area accessible and
understaudable to the genera! public. Located within easy reach of the Bay Area and within t5 minutes
of downtown Sacramento, the Wildlit’e Area represents an unparalleled educational opportunily to
expose large numbess of people to the beauties and importance of restored and weE-managed wetlands
and migratory waterfowl habitat. The Program will use the Wildlife Area as an outdoor classroom to
bring thousands of school children, their teachers and other stakeholders m appreciate the beauty,
utility and importance of ecosystem restoration in the Yohi Basin -- and by extemion the entire Bay-
Delta wetlands complex-- through focused field trips led by trained interpreters and volunteers.

The Program will accomplish this by sponsoring teacher training workshops, coordinating class and
stakeholder field trips, and developing and training a cadre of volunteers to assist with field trips and
other progrant tasks, It has been the experience of the Fotmdation that guided direct exposure is the
s~rongest way to buiha a respect for and love of rite values that support habitat restoration and the
environment. CALFED’s long-tel’m success depends on developing these attitudes and constituencies.

c, A pp roach/Tasks/Schedule

In each program yeax a new phase is added:

Program ,rear 1997"/98: Phase la: Recruit teachers for workshops, recruit and train
volunteers, assemble and develop educational materials, schedule field trips.
Program year 1998/99 (first year of CALFED funding); Phase la completed and
continuing (see above) Phase I b: add stakeholder field trips: hire interpreter, recruit and train
volunteer Guides, develop group contact.s, schedule stakeholder trips and presentad.ons.
Program year 1999/2000 (second year of CALFED funding): Phase 1 completed and
continuing; Phase 2: expand program to inehide junior high and high school sludents, and youth
organizations; develop educational materials/activities for upper grades, expand trips scheduled for
the general public.
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d. Justification for Project and Funding by CALFED

The newly established Yule Bypass Wildlife Area offers a unique opportunity to promote ecosystem
restoration as ~dentified in the CALFED Implementation Strategy. h~ effect the Wildlife Area serves as
a living laboratory/classroom to enable the many stakeholders involved in the CALFED implementation
to observe, mointor and experience the reality of restoration in the Yule Basin. The Yule Bypass
contains six priority habitats, seven of the priority species and shows examples of eleven of the
sltessors affecting priority species and habitats. Please refer to Attachment 2 for Habitat Type Map.

The Wildlife Area is one of the few publicly acce~sible places where ecosystem restoration and habitat
management can be observed. Education is an important part of building a constituency and in.forming
the stakeholders about ecosystem restoration, The Program targets students, teachers, parents and the
public. Through the Program, they have guided access to a Wildlife Area til~rating an important
priority established by CALFI3D: ecosystem restoration. ~y seeing for themselves the public will be
better able to make informed decisions in the future regarding funding and management issues.

e. Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts

Program Year 1998/99: CALFED: $23,381 Yolo Basin Foundation:
Program Year 1999/00: CALFED: $38,092 Yule Basin Foundatim~: $25,394

f. Applicant Qualifications

The Foundation was formed in 1990 as a conmaurdty based organization to assist in the establishment
of the Wildlife Area. It is a non-profit public benefit corporation dedicated to educating and inspiring
people about wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley. The 15 member board of directors represents
a diverse group of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conservation to local government and the
business community. (Attachment 3) It is universally credited with being the driving force behind the
successful Yule Basin partnership. The Foundation is suecessful because it has used its limited
resources to encourage cooperation among a wide variety of government agencies and pdvat~
stakeholders. The resuit of the Foundation’s et’fut~s is the creariort of a public wildlife area, with over
$12 milliun of state and federal funding.

The Foundation continues as the communication link between the many people and organizations
involved in creating a~,d managing the Yule Bypass Wildlife Area. Educational programs underway
include: spor~sodng California Duck Days - a three day waterfowl and wetlands festival in the heart of
the Pacific Flyway; publishing the Yule Flyway; bringing wetlands education into the schools with our
WildAbout Wetlands curriculum kits; and, introducing people to the natural places in the community
through our field trips. Currently we are recruiting teachers to participate in our Diacover the Flyway
workshops to prepare them for class field trips throughout the year. This activity is tuanaged,
coordinated, and produced by a part time start" (executive director, program coordinator, database
administrator) and a core of dedicated volunteers, in the best grass-roots tradition.

g. Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Quarterly reports on program activities, participation (geographic & quantity), and expenses;
Annual report i~cluding analysis of written evaluations by staff, volunteers, and participants;

h. Local Support/Coordination with other Programs

The Discover the Flyway program is a parmership with California State Depasanent of Fish and Game.
Cmxent year funders include: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Teichert
Foundation, Lang Foundation, and fiSends of Yolu Basin Foundation. Cooperators are listed on page
4~ They provide material resotWees and parmer with the Foundation to achieve shared objectives.
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TITLE PAGE

a. Project Title: Discover the Flyway

b. Applicant: Yoin Basin Foundation, Inc.,
P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (916)756-7248, F~: (916)758-1673~
e-mail.: robin @ den.davis.caius

c. Type of Organization: Non-profit public benefit corporation, Tax Status: 501@)3

d. Tax Identification number:Federal: 68-0230311,
California Corporation #C1668657

e. Contact persons:

Robin Kulakow, Executive Director,
YoIo Basin Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA, 95617,
Phone: (916)756-7248, Fax: (916)758-1673,
e-raaiI: robin @ dcn.davis.c~, us

Paul Simmons, Chairman of the Board,
Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.
c/o DeCuir and Sumach
400 Capitol Mall, Suite 1900
Sacramento, CA 95814-4407
Phone: (916)446-7979, Fax: (916)446-8199

Manny Carbahal, Chief Financial Officer
Yolo Basin Foundation, Inc.
c/o Carbahal & Company
1107 Kennedy Place, Suite 5
Dark% CA 95616
Phone: (916) 758-8111, Fax: (916)758-1425

Participants/Collaborators in Implementation:

Partner: California State Department of l~tsh and Game (Memorandum of Understanding
signed 5/97),

Cooperators: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Mnde],
California Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, University of California, Davis,
Putah-Cache Creek Bioregiun Project and Regional Education Alliance, Yolo Audubon
Society, and Davis Commmtity Network

Current year funders: LI.S. Bureau of Reclamatiun, O.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Tdlchert Foundation, Lang Foundation, friends of Yolo Basin Fomadation

g. RFP Project Group Type: Group 3 (Other Services)
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Project Description

a. Project Description and Approach

Discover the Flyway begins in August, 1997 when "Reading, Writing, and Waterfowl" teacher
workshops will instruct forty eIementary school teachers about wedands, the Yule Bypass Wildlife
Area (Wildlife Area), and how to best use the area as an outdoor classroom. The teachers will be
supplied with activities that relate directly to the Wildlife Area, and they will have access to pro- and
pest-field lrip a~.Xivities so that the wetlands can be part of thdw curriculum during a substantial portion
of the school year. We estimate that these initial forty teachers will be responsible for bringing over
800 elementmc¢ school children to the Wildlife Area in its very first year of existence.

This two year proposal to CALFED will fund an expansion of the Discover the Flyway program. The
first CALFED grant year of the Discover the Flyway program will support both elementary school
children visiting the Wildlife Area and field trips for adults from stakeholder groups. During this year
(1.998-99) the program will recruit and train a special group of volunteer Guides who will lead field
trips designed to address stakeholder interests. An Interpreter will join the staff of Yule BasIn
Foundation in order to Wain the Guides and lead field trips and information sessions about the wetland
restoration process. This program will provide quality field trips for stakeholder groups suclx as local,
state and federal elected officials and other decision makers, land owners, farmers, business leaders,
conservation groups, and land and wildlife management agencies. Each of these visitors will come
with a unique concern or point of view, based on their particular interest The staff and volunteer
guides will be oapable of addressing stakeholder questions - be they economic, ecological, or
educational in nature. The grant will also be used to develop educational materials oriented toward the
ecosystem restoration goals identified by CALFED.

The second year of the CALFED grant (1999) vdll build on the previous year’s success and add
youth components. As in the first year, the Discover the Flyway program will include teacher
workshops and elementaI3, school field trips to the Yule Bypass Wildlife Area, volunteer recruitment
mid Guide training for stakeholder constimency-binlding field trips. In addition, the program will add
Juuier High, High School and youth organizations to the stakeholders the Yule Basin Foundation will
serve, in this way the program will easily triple the number of stadenls from throughout the region
visiting the Wildlife Area on field trips and being exposed to information about the value of ecosystem
restoration in the Yule Bypass, and the multiple benefits it provides.

It is envisioned that the third year (2000) will be a growth year in each of the three phases described
above. We estimate that by 1999 over 2,000 school children will visit the Yule Basin on field trips
annually. Many of these trips may include stops at other wildlife habitat projects in the Yule Basin as
these are completed, such as the City of Davis’ wasrewater treatment wetland project. Finally, the
constituency building program will grow throughout the Sacramento region until the whole range of
stakeholder groups has been introduced to ecosystem restoration, and the Yule Basin is a common
interest among local, state, and federal decision makers. We will apply for CALFED support for this
phase once the previous phases have be evaluated as to effectiveness and cost.

b. Location and/or geographic boundaries of project

Location: Yule Bypass Wi/dlife Area, Yoin County, Yule Basin, terminus of Putah-Cache Creek
Watershed. Refer to Attachment 1, Regional Map.

"[~e Wildlife Area is in the Pacific Flyway where thousands of ,migratory waterfowl gather every
winter. It is located in the Yule Bypass where 1-80, California s busiest east-west highway, intersects
the Pacific Flyway and is within sight of the State Capital’s skyline. Encompassing 3700 acres newly
restored from laser-leveled agriculture, the Wildlife Area is the largest wetland restoration project
outside of the Florida Everglades. It is lucated endrely withi~ the Yoin Bypass and is bordered by
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agriculture on throe sides. To the east is a busy industrial area in West Sacramento. Many well
established duck clubs are located to the south. The Wildlife Area is par~ of the Delta ecosystem.
Them is a tidal influence along the east border (the east side levee toe drain) of the area. Through
considerable effort and a high degree of cooperation with state and federal agencies, the project has
been designed to preserve the flood control frmction of the Yolo Bypass.

c. Expected Benefits

The Wildlife Area offers a unique opportunity to promote ecosystem restoration as identified in the
CALFED Implementation Strategy. In effect the Wildlife Area serves as a living laboratory or
demonstration project to observe, monitor, and educate the public and the many stakeholders involved
in CALFED implementation. As referenced below the Yolo Bypass contains six priority habitats,
seven of the priority species and shows examples of eleven of the stressors affecting priority species
and habitats. See Attachment 2 for a Habitat Type Map.

The Wildfire Area is a mosaic of habitats. It is located at the Putah Creek Sinks and surrounds the
chaanelized connection of Putah Creek to the Bypass’ e~,st side toe drain and eventttaily the Delta.
Initial conslmction of the Wildlife Area will be completed by October 1997 when the ponds will bc
flooded and the area opened to the public. The plan calls for approximately 2300 acres of seasonal
wetlands, 900 acres of grassland/upland, 100 acres of riparian woodland and 200 acres of permanent
wetlands. A portion of the grassland component has been seeded with native perennial grasses and
more will be done in Fail 1997. Eight acres of riparian woodland was planted in 1995 and is ~xiving.
The remaining woodland will be planted within a year.

The Wildlife Area encompasses or is located adjacent to the foilowing Priority Habitats: Tidal
perennial aquatic habitat (freshwater), Seasonal wedand, Instream aquatic habitat, Shaded riverlne
aquatic habitat, North Delta agriculture[ wetlands and pemrmial grasslands.

Since the Yoin BypaSs Wildhfe Area is located in the heart of the Yolo Bypass the following Priorily
Species are present at some time in the year: Winter run Chinook sulmon, spring run Chinook
saka,3a, splJttail, Delia smelt, steelhead trout, green sturgeon, and migratory birds (waterfowl and
neotropieaI migrants) reference: Project Modification Repo~t and Environmental Assessment/Initial
Study, Yolo Basin Wetlands. In addition, Putah Creek has the finest surviving assemblage of native
fish of any Central Valley Stream.

Education about the conversion of the Wildlife Area from laser leveled agricultural fields to a wetland
ecosystem will illustrate the following stressors affecting priority species and I~abitats and
methods of addressing them:

¯Alteration of Flows and Other Effects of Water Management, Hydrograph Alterations, Migration
Barriers and Straying

¯Floodplain and Marshplain Changes, Physical Isolation of Floodplain or Marshplaln
¯C ’hamnel Form Changes, alteration of Channel Form, Prevention of Channel Meander, I~olation

or Elimination of Side Channels and Tributaries, Loss of Existing Riparian Zone or Lack of
Regeneration Potential,

¯Water quality, Increased Contamhaants, Increased Nutrient or Carbon Input
o Water Temperatore, high water temperatures
¯ Undesirable Species Interactions, Introduction of new exotic species, Elevated Predation and

Competition Losses, Competition from Introduced plants
¯ Adverse Fish and Wildlife Harvest Impacts
¯ Population Management
¯Land Use, graalng, gravel mining, urbanization
¯Human Distorbance
¯Wildffwe
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Primar3," benefits:

Benel~lts to CALFED mission and implementation of ecosystrm restoration goals:

The direct benefit to CALFED is constituency building. The Discover the Flyway program provides
education through guided access and on the ground observation of ecosystem restoration for students,
educators, stakeholders and the larger public. Landowners, politicians, agency personnel, and other
decision makers will have access to a visible demonstration of successful ecosystem restoratinn that is
the mission of CALFED. Stakeholders and the public will see first-hand an exampIe of the
possibilities for combining habitat v’,due8 with functional water project uses, as well as compatibility
with agriculture. Education makes for informed decisions and support for the long range goats of the
CA.UFI~D process.

Location: Prime location for maximum educational benefit

The Wildlife Area is locatrd along one of the busiest interstate hig~aways in the country and in view of
the State’s capital. Millions of travelers travel 1-80 on their way to Sacramento and Lake T~oe.
Among th~se traveling along the interstate are many of the stakeholders with an interest in the Yolo
Basin. Many decision makers travel this route daily or weekly making this wildlife area very risible
and accessible to another important group of stakeholders. The location of the Wildlife Area, in
comparison with more remote state and federal wildlife areas, offers the opportunity for thousands of
school children to visit a wildlife area in their community. It is easily accessible to students in ¥oio,
Sacramento, and Solano Counties. Typical driving distances range from one-quarter to one-half hour
driving time from many schools, cutting transportation costs in a lime of limited resources for field
trips. This complex of diverse land uses makes the Wildlife Area a prime location for introducing
students and other stakeholders to the concept that wetlands and wildlife can co-exlst with modern llfe.

Quantity:

AcconSing to a recent economic analysis done for the Foundation by Economics Resource Associates,
there are 40,000 students in the third, fourth, and fifth grades within a 30-mile radius of the Wildlife
Area. Asstmaing that the educational value of die Wildlife Area justifies bringing a minimum of one-
half of these students there annually, visitation could reach as high as 20,000 students per year. Now
is the time to start building a program that will eventually accommodate this terrific opportunity.

Outreach:

CALFED would liave the benefit of the Yolo Basin Foundation’s existing successful outreach
programs. These programs would spread the word about the CALFI~D ecosystem r~toradon mission
and its implementation to a wide ranging constituency already interested in the Yolo Basin. The
Foundation publishes a widely read newsletter, The Yolo b3yway, three to four limes per year. Our
activities are covered in the local and regional press. We are in the process of creating a Yoin Basin
webslte as a sponsoredproject of the Davis Community Network. When up and working somefitee
this year, our website will have connections to the wetlands and restoration community locally,
regionaily, and internationally. The Yolo Basin Foundation also has an international presence.
Several years ago the Foundation was selected by Wetlands Link International, a project of the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust out of Slimbridge, England, as their West Coast of N~yt’th Araerica link.
Our activities are periodically reported on in the Wetlands Link International newsletter and the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust magazine. "13tese publications have an international readership in
Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Australia, and Africa.
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d. Background and Biolngical/technical justification

Background:

Next time you are driving on Interstate 80 east t~ward the Yule Causeway, take special note of the
large sign identifying the Yule Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logo.~ of the many Yule Basin
partners mark~ the location of one of the nation’s most exciting develupments in nature conservation
and public education. The Yolo Basin Wetlands, officially known as the Yule Bypass State Wildlife
Area, is the largest public/privnte rest~amtinn project in the West. 3,700 acres of farmland in the Yule
Bypass floodway are under conversion to wetlands and other habitats.

The Foundation was founded in 1990 as a community based organization m assist in the establishment
of the Yule Bypass Wildlife Area. The Foundation is a non profit public benefit corl~ration dedicated
to educating and inspiring people about wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley. The 15 member
board of directors represents a diverse group of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conservation
to loc£ government and the business community. (reference Attachment 3) It is universally credited
with being the driving force behind the sucee*sful Yule Basin partnership. The Foundation is
successful because it has used its limited resources to encourage cooperation among a wide variety of
government agencies and private stakeholders. The result of the Foundation’s efforts is the creation
a public wildlife area, with over $12 million of state and federal funding.

The Foundation’s p(mcipal goal is environmental education in the context of the Yule Bypass Wildlife
Area. The Foundation will be as creative and effective in bringing hunters, environmentalists, bird
watchers, and school children together in an appreciation of the naturul world, as it has been in
bringing together landowners and governmental agencies to create the Wildlife Area.

The secret to the Foundation’s success is the corps of dedicated and skiIled volunteers it has
assembled. Among the volunteers axe blologisu~, farmers, englncers, hunters, landowners, business
people and educators. Now that the restoration of the Wildlife Area is underway, the Foundation is
ready to move lbrward with its educational mission.

Yule Basin Foundation euntinues as the communication link between the many people and
organizations involved in creating and managing the Yule Bypass Wildiife Area. Educational
programs underway inehide: sponsoring California Duck Days - a three day waterfowl and wetlands
festival in the hem of the Pacific Flyway; publishing the Yule Flyway; bringing wetlands education
into the schools with our WildAbout Wetlantk’ kits; and, introducing peopIe to the natural places in the
commumty threu,#a our field trips. Currently we are recruiting teachers to participate in our Discover
the Flyway workshops to prepare lhem for class field trips throughout the year. We are also recruiting
voIunteers to assist with the program.

The Foundation is also coordinating a multi-agency project to cream a demonstration wetland at the
new State Fish and Game headquarters for the Wildlife Area. This 3-acre site will contain examples of
seasonal and permanent wetlands, grasslands, and riparian woodland. Interpretive panels and txails
are par~ of the plan as wall Purticipants in the project include State Fish and Game, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, U.S. Bureau of Reelarnation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, California_ Wmerfowl
Association, Ducks Unliurited, UC Davis, Larry Walker Associates and Hedgerow Farms.
Participants are contributing either funds or inkind services. This demonstration habitat will become
an integral of the Discover the Flyway program. The long term goals of the Foundation include the
development of an interpretive center near the Wildlife Area. To this end, the Foundation has
completed an economic feasibility study with the support of the Packard Foundation. The Foundation
hopes that such a center will inform the public about waterfowl, wetlands, and water resources issues.
(refer to Attachment 9)
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Justification:

The Yolo Bypass Wild/fie Area is one of the few publicly accessible wildlife areas where ecosystem
restoration and habitat management can be observed. Currendy the Discover the Fly~’ay program
targets students, teachers, and parents. As members of the largest group of stakeholders, the public,
they will have access to a Wildlife Area illustrating an important priority established by CALFED,
namely ecosystem restoration. Education is an impoiXant part of promoting a constituency and
informing the stakeholders about ecosystem restoration. By seeing for themselves the public will be
better able to make informed decisions in the furore regarding funding and management issues.

The expanded lh’scover the Flyway program as proposed here would offer additional oppot’maities for
education and eonstitnency building by providing guided f’teld trips on weekends and during the week
for different stakeholder groups. To a limited ex~nt this already happens at the Wildlife Area. For six
years the Yolo Basin Foundation has been offering guided trips. For the first five years the trips were
limited to one pubfic ttip per year. In the sixth year, the Foundation teamed up with Yole Audubon
Society to offer monthly trips, September through May. These trips are very popular and from our
sign up sbeet.~ we have identifmd many different stakeliolder groups including landowners, politicians
and their staff, agency personnel, private consultants, scientists, educators, and recreationists. The
program would provide more direct benefits to CALVED by hiring a wained interpreter to train
volunteers and develop more restoration-oriented outreach materials and include material regarding the
function of the Yolo Bypass as a water conveyance facility. It will also emphasize a distinguishing
feature of the Wildlife Ar’ea: namely its compatibility with flood control and agricultural uses in the
Bypass.

Current Status of the Discover the Flyway program:

The program was officially launched in March 1997 with the hiring of our tlt-st prod-am coordinator.
Tu date two teacher workshops are scheduled for August. Our target is 40 teachers and as of this
writing we am nearly there. Primary grade teachers and students are being targeted in this f~rst year of
rite program. Schools throughout the region have been targeted in the first year. The mginn is defined
as Yoin, Sacramento, and Solano Counties. Over 1200 Flyers announce-rig the workshops were sent
to all Yolo County teachers and most teachers in the Sacramento Unified School District. A special
mailing was done targeting science teachers throughout the region. Volunteer recruitment is underway
now as well and the training program is being developed. A Wildlife Area handbook is being w6tten
and assembled in July 1997.

e. Proposed Scope of Work:

Program themes:

The Discover the Flyway program wi/! introduce people of all ages to the Yolu Bypass Wildlife Area
and the greater Yolo Basin and Sacramento River watershed. They will have the opportunity to
experience, observe and learn about wetlands, waterfowl, wildlife, the Yolo Bypass and the Pacific
Flyway’s international link with our community. The world of plants, soils, habitat restoration,
agrinnltttre, water, history, and partnerships is open to exploration. Best of all, participants will be
learning in the outdoors and experiencing wildlife first hand.

The overall theme of the program emphasizes the vital role of wetlands for the Central Valley’s diverse
birds, fish and other wfldfife, and how wetlands are being brought back to fife. Sub-themes will
include: wetland types and importance; biodiversity of wedand eco~3~stems; tllreats to r2~ese habitats;
managemelat for diverse uses, and stewardship. We stress the importance of partnerships and
cooperation to achieve goals that benefit both people and wild/fie. The compatibility of wedands and
wiMifie management with agricu!ture and flood control is also emphasized.
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Specific program themes for teacher worl~shops and student trips follow state adopted curriculums,
including the Calit’omia Science Framework and the California Social Studies Framework. Work with
individual teachers is emphasized in order to integrate field visits with specific classroom work.

Phases for implementation.In each program year a new phase is added:

Program year 1997/98:
Phase la: Recruit teachers for workshops, recruit and train volunteers, assemble and develop
educational materials, schedule field trips. (currently underway, no CALFED funding)

Program year 1998/99 (first year of CALFED funding):
Phase la: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase lb: add stakeholder field trips: him interpreter, recruit and t~ain special volunteer Guides,
develop group contact,s, schedule stakeholdex trips and presentations

Program year 1999/2000 (second year of CALFED funding):
Phase la: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase lb: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase 2: expand program to include junior high and high school students, and youth organizations;
develop educational materials/activities for upper grades, expand trips scheduled for the general public.

Program year 2000/01 (future CALIZED funding proposal)
Phase la, lb and 2: completed and continuing (see above)
Phase 3: add thirty percent more ali~ndance to all aspects of the prograra

Reports: We will provide quarterly reports ducumenting activities during the previous quarter. The
anmbers of people participating will be documented in these reports, along with qualitative evaluation
based on participant and volunteer interviews. Financial accounting for program expenses will also be
provided. An amaual summary and evaluation of the program will also be prepared.

f. Monitoring and Data l~valuation

Program evaluation and monitoring will be an important component of the program. YBF will work
with the Public Service Research Program at UC Duvis to develop an effective monitoring and
evaluation mechanism. This program has an ongoing grant from the National Science Foundan’on to
evaluate science education pl"ograms in the region. Teachers and volunteers and trip participanta will
periodically be asked te f’lll out evaluation forms. Numbers of participants and geographical location
will be tr,~cked. Categories of stakebelders participating in the program will also be hacked. We have
assembled a teacher advisory committee that will be asked to periodically evaluate the program.

g. Implementability

Since the Discover the Ft3nvay program is already in its first year, the skill alld organizational structure
already exists to expand the program.

In 1997 the Yolo Basin Foundation successfully negotiated and signed a Mereorandum of
Understanding with State Department of Fish and Game formally establishing the educational
partnership between the Foundation and the Department. The MOU documents the Foundation’s role
in providing educational programs for the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. It gives the Foundation access
to the Wildlife Area headquarters bnilding for program activities such as training. An office in the
building is also provided for. The MOU gives the Foundation access to the Wildlife Area for program
activities. All Foundation activldes related te the Wildlife Area are subject to approval by the Wildlife
Area manager and the manager of interpretive services.

I --000483
1-000483



Yolo Basin Foundation
Page 10

IV. Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

a. Budget Costs

Please refer to At~chment 4, Table 1 for a budge~d cost breakdown.

Current year funders for the Discover the Flyway program am: TUtchert Foundation, Lung
Foundation, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife SerVice, and friends of
the Yolo Basin Foundation. These funders do not require allocation of fund~ to specific
i~ms. Thus labor, direct, and direct costs can be paid from funds provided by any of the
above sources. Significant inkind contributions are being made by the State Department of
Fish and Game and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, from both the Sacramento District
and the San Francisco Bay Model. Both agencies are providing training and educational
materials, Fish and Game also provides office, storage and meeting space, field equipment
(scopes and b’moculars) as well as use of office equipment. They ~ manage a designated
portion of the Wtidlife Area for Wildlife viewing including serviceable roads and parking
lets, trails, and portable toilets. Other inkind services will be made availabl~ by Cali.furn~a
Waterfowl Association, Ducks Unlimited, and the UC Davis Bioregion Project.

The Yolo Basin Foundation has a diverse funding base that makes a program such as this
possible. There is a stable membership base of hundreds of supporters (friends).
Significant funds also come from the annual Buck~.for Ducks fund raiser held every fail
and now in its seventh year. This year we initiated the Yolo Flyway Club for donors of
$1,000 or more. We produce and sell Western Waterfowl Identification cards to stores and
refuges all over the U.S. and some in Canada. This year we published and began selling
Discoverln~ Yolo CotmW Wildlife by John Kemper. We submit several grant proposais te
private foundations and corporations with giving programs each year.

It is anticipated that a portion of the current year funders wi!1 continue th~t~ support in
ibllowing years, although specific donors and amounts cannot be predicted with certai~/y.
Seeking operational funding to support an ongoing program is a challenging and never
ending task.

CALFED funding gives the Yolo Basin Foundation the fund’mg certainty and stability to
expand the program into Phases 2, 3, and 4. The Foundation is requesting that CALFED
fund fifty percent 9f the Discover the Flyway program, due to the significant benefits to
successful hnplemenration of the CALFED goals. CALFED funds will be matched by
Yolo Basin Foundation funds 50t50 in the first year and 60/40 in the second year tm more
benefi~ are realized.

b. Schedule milestones:

Please refer to Atlachment 5, Table 2

e. Third Party Impacts

Due to the positive educational benefits of the Discover the Flyway program no negative
third party impacts are anticipated.
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V. Applicant Quallfleations

A Proven Record of Success

The Y~lo Basin Foundation has a proven record of success. Our efforts have been recognized in
many ways. In August 1995 the Foundation was presented with aNational Wetland~
ConservationAwardfor the Private Sector from the U.S. Fish and WildLife Service at the Wildlife
Area groundbreaking ceremony. In his remarks at the ceremony, Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt lauded our success in creating the largest wetlands restoration project west of the
Everglades. Other awards to the Foundation include theAwardforExcellence in Nonprofit
Mtmagement given by the San Francisco based Management Center. At the State of the Estuary
eonferunee in October, 1996, the Foundation was recognized for outstanding implementation of the
Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan for the San Francisco Bay Estuary. An editorial
from the Sacramento Bee recognized the role of the Foundation in creating the Wildlife Area. The
Foundatiun and the Wildlife Area have also been featured in the Davis Enterprise, Woodland
Democrat, West Sacramento Press, U.S. Water News a~d Wetland Link International News.
(refer to Attachment 8)

The Yolo Basin Foundation is well suited to initiating and managing an outreach program that
stresses partnerships. The Program itself is a partnership with the California Department of Fish
and Game, which owns and manages the Wildlife Area. The Foundation ’,~o works closely with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District and file San Francisco Bay Model;
California Waterfowl Aasociation; Ducks Untimited; the University of California at Davis; Putah-
Cache Creek Bioregion Project and the university-sponsored R~gional Education Alliance, Patah
Creek Council Cache Creek Conservancy, Yolo County Resource Conservation District and Yolo
Audubon Society. As the SlYonsor of California Duck Days, one of the largest on-golng annual
wildlife festivals in the United States, the Foundation participates in the growing ecoteurism
movement.

The Foundation’s Board of Directors represents a cross section of the stakeholder groups with an
interest in the Bypass, a further qualification for directing the proposed constituency building
program. The Board has ties throughout the Yolo Basin and the greater Putah-Cache Creek
Watershed. Varieus Foundation board members also serve as board members of other watershed
groups with an interest in the Bypass including Putah Creek Council, Cache Creek Conservancy,
and the Yolo County Resource Conservation District The variety of interests supporting the
Foundation and its activities is demonstrated by the list of sponsors for its annual fundralser. The
list can be found i~ Attachment 10, The Yolo Flyway, page 4.

Project Administration

Robin Kdakow, Executive Director of the Foundation will serve as the project manager. Ms.
Kulakow was a founding member of the Yolo Basin Working Group and the Yolo Basin
Foundation. She has served as Executive Director of the Yolo Basin Foundation since January,
1991. Ms. Kulakow has a bachelors degree in Soil Science from UC Berkeley and a Master of
Administration degree from UC Davis. She worked for the U.S. Forest Service as a district soil
scientist and has budgetary and legislative experience with the State Department of Finance, State
Board of Equalization, and the California Conservation Co~s. Ms. Kulakow has been the
recipient of the California Department of Fish and Game Director’s Achievement Award and the
City of Davis’ first Environmental Recognition Award for her efforts leading to the establishment
of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, She is a founding boatxl member of the Putah Creek Council
and the Cache Creek Conservancy. In the past year she has made pr~entation,s to the State of the
Estuary Conference, the SERCAL (Society for Ecological Restoration, Caltt’ornia Chapter) annam
conference, and at ~ National Watchable Wildlife Convention.
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Liz Merry serves as Program Coordinator and will have day to day responsibility for developing
and managing the Discover the Flyway program. Ms. M~rry is a graduate of the University of
California, Los Angeles and is currently enrolled in Ihe Masters of Business Administcafion
program at California State University, Sacramento. She is cur~ntly employed by the Foundation
as Program Coordinator for the Discover the Flyway program and California Duck Days. Ms.
Merry has ex~ensive expe~ence as a volunteer coordinator beginning with CaiPIRG in 1997. She
coordinated volunteers for the Sierra Club’s Clean Coastal Waters Task Force and the Wetlands
Preservation ’90 festival. She has served as the State Coastal Chair in the Sierra Club and was
elected Chair of the conservation committee for the Angeles Chapter where she coordinated
activities among the 20 different chapter conservation oommittees. In 1995 Ms. Merry was hired
as the staff coordinator for California Duck Days. Under her direction tiffs wetlands festival has
grown in both scope and participation to rank among the largest in the country.

The collaborating participants in the Discover the Flyway program are:

Partner: California State Department of Fish and Game (Memorandum of Understanding
signed 5/97), (use of facilities, eqtfipment, office space, access to Wildlife Atea, trah~ing,
development of educational, materials)

Cooperators: U.S. Army Corps of Eagineers, Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Model,
California Waterfowl Association, Ducks UnlimiWd, University of California, Davis, Putah-
Cache Creek Binreginn Project and Regional Education Alliance, Yoio Audubon Society, and
Davis Community Network. These organizations are prov~.ding tral~ing and educational
ma~erials. Davis Coromunity Network is providing for one year free website space, free e-ma~t
accounts, and assistance in developing a website to be used for outreach and volunteer
coordina~on.

Current year funders: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and wildllfe Service, Teichert
Foundation, Long Foundation, friends of Yolo Basin Foundation

Other Matters

Conflicts of interest : We are not aware of any potential conflicts.

Rel’erences: Please wfer to Attachment 6 for list of references.

V1. Compliance with standard terms and conditions.

See A~acttrnent 7, Nondiscrimination form.
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YOLO BYPASS WILDLIFE AREA
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Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Directors, July 1997

The following is a I/sting of the board of directors with a brief description of theLr
professional affiliations:

John Anderson University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired)
Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association
Owner, Hedgerow Farms,
Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Manny Carbahal Chief Financial Of~cer, YBF Executive Committee

Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.
Yolo County Chamber of Commerce
City of Davis Chamber of Commerce

Dennis Kilkenny Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Loan officer, First Northern Bank of Dixon

Robin Kulakow Secretary, YBF Executive Committee
Executive Director
Masters of Administration, UC Davis
USDA, Forest Service, Soil Scientist
Putah Creek Council, treasttrer
Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Betsy Marchand Yolo County Board of Supervisors (former)
American River Watershed Investigation, Executive
Committee
Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

Frank MacBride President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club

Ken Noack Jr. KVIE Public Television, President, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento

Susan Sanders Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist (freelance)
Putah Creek Council, co-chair
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
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Stephen Sheppard YBF Executive Committee
Environmental Plannert EDAW (San Francisco)
Ph.D. ira Environmental Planning, UC Berkeley
Wildlife artist

Paul Simmons President, YBF Executive Committee
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento

Meg Stallard Vice President, Woodland ScHool Board
League of Women Voters

Brian Sway Vice-president, YBF Executive Committee
E~ergy Industry consultant

Chris Unkel California Natttre Conservancy, Director, California
Wetlands Program
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors
Former Coordinator California Wildlands Program, Department
of Fish and Game

Lois Wolk Mayor, City of Davis
Council liaison for water and wetlands
Member, Yolo County Water Resources Associatiort

Former Board members:

Ted Beedy Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
ConsuJting wildlife biologist-Jones & Stokes Associates
Author, Discovering Sierra Birds
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society

Steve Chainey Consuifing Restoration Ecologist, Jones & Stokes
Associates
Putah Creek CotmciI, Co-Chair
Cache Creek Conservancy Board of Directors

Renee Fitzsimorts Public Outreach Coordinator, Stone Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge (former)
Master of Science, Environmental Communication, CSU,
Sacramento
Former chair, Stn~rise Reereafion & Park District Board

John Ott Principal, Sequoia Associates, Davis (land development)
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Altachment
Talkie 1

Coal Breakdown

Discover the Flyway

Expenses
Year I Year 2
1998/99 1999/00

STAgF 3% COLA

Exec. Director $ 6,000 $ 6,180
Program Coord.

80hr/mo $ 13,200 $ 13,596
Interpreter

80hr/mo $ 13,440 $ 13,843
Admin. Asst.

15 hr/mo $ 2,520 $ 2,596

Total Labor $ 35,160 $ 36,215

Phase
teacher workshops(grade 2-6) and school field trips (same as 1997)

Direct Co~s:
Operations & materials $       7,896 $    8,133

IPhase lb: add stakeholder field trips
.(recruit and train volunteer Guides, develop stakeholder contacts, make
presentations (speakers bureau), give field trips, do follow up with groups.)

Direct Costs:
Operations & materials$ 6,175 $ 6360

Subtotal Project 1
Operations + Labor $ 49,231 $ 50,708
Indirect Costs Project 1:
Overhead at

10% $ 4,923 $ 5,071

Total Project 1 $ 54,154 $ 55,778

YBF Portion 50% $ 27,077
Cal~ed Portion 50% $ 27,077

Page 1
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Attachment �
Table 1

Coat Breakdown

Cost Breakdown

Discover the Flyway

Year 1 Year 2

IPhase 2: add grades 7-12, youth organizations, more public trips

Direct Costs:
OperatJ.ons & materials $ 7,410

Indirect Costs Project 2:
Overhead at

10% $ 741
To ’lal Cost Project 2 $ 8,151

Project l+Project 2
Total Cost $ 63,929

YBF Portion 40% $ 25,572
Called Portion 60% $ 38,358

Page 2
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A~aehme~t 5, Table 2 D~oover ~e ]~yw~y, Schedule Milestone*, P~es 1-3
Apt M~ J~ J~ Au~ Sep~ ~ Nov Dec J~ Feb

~og Yr 1997~8
~ase 1
~m c~inator ~ 1 only x
Plan wor~hops x x x x
Recur Teache~ x x x
R~mit Volun~ x
T~her Wo~hops
~vel~ e~c. ma~fi~ x x x x x x x
Fidd Trips x x x x x x x

Prog Yr 1998~

P~e 2
~m ~n~re~r ~ I only x
T~in ~r x x
~velop ~uc. ma~fi~s x x x
Recmi~m vol guides x x x x
~t s~ehol~ ~o~ x x x x
M~e pm~nmfio~ x x x x x x x x x x
~h~ule field ~ps x x x x x x x x x

~ogram Yr 1999/~0
Ph~ 1 s~e ~ above
Ph~ 2 s~e ~ above
~e 3
Develop ~uc m~ x x x x x
sui~ to grades 7-12
Re~t ~hers x x x
Hold ~her wor~ho~ x
~hedule ~s x x x x x x

* Pl~ning ~ g~s from M~ l-Feb 28 in order to pmp~ for following year prepares.



Yolo Basin Foundation
References Col. Dorothy K. Klasse
July 1997 District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Elected Officials: 1325 J Slreet

Sacramento CA 95814
Congressman Vie Fazin 557-7490
722-B Main
Woodland CA 95695 Ryan Broddrick
666-5521 Deputy Director

Del~a~ment of Fish & Game
Helen Thomson 1416 Ninth Street
Assemblywoman, Eighth District Sacramento CA 95814
State Capitol 653-0991
Sacramento, CA 95814
445-8368 Tani~ Toland

Planning Div’mion
Bet~y Marchand U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Ynlo County Board of Supervisors, 1325 J Street
retired Sacramento CA 9581~-
926 Craig Place 557-6717
Davis CA 95616
756-0521 Craig Stowers

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Manager
Lois Wolk Department of Fish & Game
Mayor 45211 County Road 32B
City of Davis Davis, CA 95616
1209 Colby 757-2461
Davis CA 95616
756-9655 Non-profit Conservation Organizations:

Meg Stallard Keith Rubln
Vice Chair Executive Diteetor
Woodland School Board California Waterfowl Association
10 Toyon Drive 4630 Northgate Boulevard, Sui~ 150
Woodland CA 95695 Sacramento CA 95834
666-0154 648-1406

Ron Stromstad
Governmental Agencies: Director of Operations

Ducl~ Unlimited, Inc.
Doug Wheeler 3074 Gold Canal Drive
Secretary Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6116
Resources Agency 852-2000
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814 Ann Briee
654-2753 Executive Director

Cache Creek Conservancy
Dave Panllin 34490 County Road 25
Coordinator Woodland CA 95695
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture 661 - 1070
2233 Watt Ace, Suite 375
Sacramento CA 95825-0509
979-2085
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U~iversity of California:

Joyce Gutstein
Assoc. Director
PubLic Service R~search Program
UC Davis
Davis CA 95616
752-7823

Peter Moyle
Professor
University of California
Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Davis CA 95616
752-6355

Education:

Barba~’a WeZls
P~p~l
Pioneer School
5215 Hamel Drive
Davis CA 95616
757-5480

FiS.vate Sector:

Fred Teichert
Executive Director
Teichert Foundation
P.O. Box 15002
Sacramento CA 95851-1002
484-3011, 484-3364
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

CERTIFICATION

1, the o.ff~cial named below, hereby swear that 1 am duly authorfzed to legally bind the prosF~aiv,
contractor to the above described cerfffication. I am_fully aware thzrt this certifico.ffon~ ~xecuted
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Cali)~’~
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Newspaper Articles

Sacramento Bee
Davis Enterprise

Woodland Daily Democrat
West Sacramento Press
Wetland Link International News
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OPinION

The Sacramento Bee t

Refuge in.a flood channel
~ he groundbrefiki~g~bremoni~’~h]s ......The"Co~s Of En~eers acknowledges

, 1: m~g [or ~he creation of a $~6 m~-how~:~tha~ ~s"calcu]ations only app~y~
hen ~l~ife ref~ ~ ~eY~o B~ass flood ~he way ~e b~pas~ is bding mn now, ndt to

, ch~ndl wes~ of Sa~’amento ~presents the any ’bh~s that ~ay be made ~ ~e
~l~nation of seven ye~s of effo~ by end- ~e~. One of the .options CUShily u~er
romentMistS ~d a wide r~ge of feder~, considerati~ for enh~cMg flood pmte~ion
s~ate ~d loml officiO. Ne~ly all a~ee that for fl~e Sacramento me~ropolitan~a calls
much of the cr~t for fmM]y bfin#ng ~e~ f~ ~ssing much ~’eater volumes ~ water

~b- inCa.the b~ass dur~g e~re~ rMny pefl-
executive d~ctor the Yale Ba- ads, That would ~qu~e m~or ~ct~al

; sin ~o~Os~on. ch~ges in t~ b~ass its~. But the ~my
The big question for the futur~ is whether engineers haven’t determined how those

this s~e spi~t of cooperation can be pro-, ch~ges might co~ict ~h the new haM~t
se~ed~c~ the constmctlon ~ finished and ~ea - or ~ there’d be ~y conflict at all,
the b~ move in.

The proe~ en~ions reconfi~’~g 3,400 ~ he question is impo~t be~u~ mu~
acres of the flood chine] ~th trees, b~h ~ o~ th~ success of the habitat depends

pro~de an impo~t ultima~ly upon the good ~ of the U.S.
’,new habitat ~ong ~hq P~zc Fl~ay. The ~h ~d Wfl~fo S~, an a~n~ that
’, work won’t restore the ~a to iM na~ has often received low m~ ~ a
: state but aims i~ad at ~eating a hybrid ~ pm~r. The f~s si~ed a formal a~e-
r en~ent ihat wo~d be mere hospitable men~ ~ 19~ pro~sing not to in~rfere
to ~ffe yet s~l not ~rfere wifl~ ~e ~ tim sta~’s’i~tiM pl~ for the habitat. But
of the b~ass for flood protection. :o~ end~gorod spedes se~le the~, or if

- eh~s have to ~be made for flood protec-
he record of success for ~IciM we~ ~oh, that atgtu~ ’muld ~.
lands prOe~ of th~ Mnd is m~ed; ~nd Wilffi~fe biolo#sts made no pro~se~
to just aren’t as .experienced yet as : ~e ~, ~ S~te offi~s~ed ~ ~994"

,     ~er Nature at b~ilding habitat. Bu~ that ~ey had no c~ics but ~ m~e
..~a~ hnd redeem fl0qd ~ntrol offi~s ~ =fMth ~hat ~ho ~e a~n~ would a~
,,satisfied ~ ~me up ~th a desi~ that -. good faith aS ~hd pmje~ evolves. ~

~won’t int~em ~th’cu~eh~ opera~im) of the    ~9 propoa~M of t~ ~e re~
,b~a. ~d S~t~ ~h ~ G~e o~M~s - had ~o overcome a lot of hureauc~c res~
~ co~d~¢ they ~n ~nstmct all that ad- t~ce to b~g about to~’s celebr~n. But=

that will s~l the~ responsib~w ~n~ end ~ ~e ~rnr~ :keep the re~l~g mosquito popula~on low ingof a fws~ spad~ul,ofe~h. ~ere~r enough so that ~em won’t be ~ t~eat ~
plenW of questers ~at ~n’t ~ve answers
until the re~g~ go~ in~ operation.
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Floeldng together for wildlife
Agencics cooperate with ~le sq~w~ng to restore Yolo wetlands ~~
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,Restoration
a challenge
Continued from page BI
th~ Yale Bypass Wildlife Araa,
there m’e going to be acres of tul~-

~at’s wharfs made this ~pe-

built by the U,S. ~y Co~s of ~ had ~ ~do ~s :::...~de ~is ~ happen.~        . ,
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Wetlands: Plan inspired
during Putah Creek fight

3 O00-acre wfl~fe refuge ’ "
designated in Yolo Bypass ~ *’°°~°°°*’°’ °°° ......~

0
0
0

0
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u~ted’ is wor~
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Wetlands restoration an
environmental success
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Editorial

Wetland refuge
benefits count’,

At long last the Yolo Basin Wildli£e A~ea hgs

-:i~"~: -. ~. -.~ It almost didn’t happen because different agen-
~.? ... . .. .... ?~....~ ~ -:..-.~--~?~-;i cies just couldn’t come together. Butbecanse some

" " " ~.i": " " ~. people were very persistent there is now a
...... ...: wildlife on ~,~0 ecres between Davis a~d West

.~. Sacramento, which will re-create a wst wetl~d,
reversing -- if only a little -- the effo~ to dike ~d
dr~n the Cen~a] Valley m~shes,

Coun~ Supe~isor Betey Marchand said ~e
wildlife ~ea is a culmination of a great deal of work
and "shows that agencies can work together for a
common project.

~Iacch~d, who has been a proponent of th~
p~oject for years, said she considers it "probably the
most exciting thing I have been involved with since I
have been on the Board of Supe~isors."

We can credit ~e Yolo Basin Fo~dafi6n and
people like Robin Kulakow wi~ having the vision ~o
pursue the wetlands area. Ku]akow is executive

" - " ..... direetoe of the Yolo Basin Foundation, ~d was
" " " : " quite correct when she said that people outside of

- ....... ¯ ............... ~.. . , ....... there. Too oRen, ~etty t~r~ wars between sta~e, :- .
federal aRd ]oca~ agencies keep sensible things from

To bring abou~ the wetla~d~ ~res ~he foundation
first had to co~e up with $12 ~i]]ion ~ b~y
build the refuge. That wasn’t tough. The hard p~
was working with Qood-con~ol aRd wildlife agencies
over levee upkeep that wou]dn’t be h~ to
endangered species. Flood con~ol people were
worried that if protected species w~re ~a~ to the
refugee they couldn’t perform needed levee mainte."
nance. But wildlife managers said they could live. :
wi~h such problems because protected species in.the
long run wo~ld have a place to go. In the long ~n,

~ however, we have a case where people have worked
"",:" together to retrieve something that was o~gi~a]]y "

.... .,..~... ~ ..~. y. ... . goal is never in vain. And coope~atioR to protect
endangered species is a va]ian~ goal.
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.What,,we agree?
Interestingly*enough, the recentl~ de’cared state V~r~tdlife Area in the

Yolo Bypass at the°Putah Creek Sinks received no ~)pposition.
How can this be? We’re Californians and nothing gets approval without a

fight.
It must be because the project has such high ideals. Or, maybe it’s because

no one was looking and they slipped something good by us before we
realized it. At any rate, the project wi~ become a reality and nobody is
kicking.

Another odd. but wonderful angle in the development ofthe Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area is the i~volvement of the US Army Corps of Engineers. As we
recall(they are the people who constructed the levees, saving us from floods,
enabling vast areas of land to be developed, and helping us manage our
water.

While accomplishing these necessary.achievements, in the name of
progress, we lost sight of some fragile balances in nature. It’s encouraging to
see the possibility of the pendulum of habitat destruction beginning to
swing back to more comfortable levels.

Hopefully, West Sacramentans will realize what they have right in their
backyard. It’s an opportunity to watch the restoration efforts unfold. The
Y01o Basin Foundationneeds your generous assistance to continue its work
in educating the public about the value of preserving our native wildlife and
to create a place of beauty for generations to come. To join, call them at 756- ¯
7248 or write Yolo Basin Foundation,P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA 96617.
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diverse community-based s~pp~rc (itself

From dream Frorn this, the Yolo Basln Wo~klng from all oyer Nord~ Arner[c~ anc~

tO re~ o~cers ~n~ electe~ represen=cives from dine, In August [9% I~ndscaping,

W~ New~ (page 7). The communi~ ~re of the group, including ~he Yolo awaJ~in~ c~mpledon of our C~ntre
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A collective vision is worth pursuing, but fadli~ator, communicator and

finished yet! to ensure that fallow-up is completed,

seven years I would like to offer the I~ppening: always make sur~
fol[awir~ in an effort to help otJ~ers in
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July 2, 1997

~Firstnamea ~Lasttmme)>
~Address~

RE: Yolo Basha Wetlands VISITOR CENTER: Rotmdtable discussion meeting -
July 18th, 8am-12pm, Fish and Game Headquarters once, 45211 County Rd. 32B (Chiles Rd.)

Dear Mr. <~1 ,asmanaea,

On behalfoftha YoI~ Basin Foundation, we would like to invite your participation in earl),
discussions on the planning era Visitor Center for the Yolo Bypass W’fldIife Area and other Yale
Basin wetlands.

As you kaaow, the Foundation has been fortunate to be able to coordinate the establishment of the
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area (Wildlife Area), with considerable key support liom local, state, and
federal ageueies and from many- public and wivate organizations. The Foundation’s objectives
have always included the development era Visitor Center, in order to increase awareness and
education about wetlands in the Yolo Basin ~nd elsewhere. Now that the Wildlife Area is
approaching c~mpletion the Foundation is concentrating on its D~kcover the/’ljo,vayprogram tbr
schnols and considering with renewed interest the development of a Visitor Center.

The idea era Visitor’s Center is still in the very early stages of planning. Thusfar a Vision
Statement (copy attached) has been drafted, a professional market feasibility study has been
produced, and informal discussions with groups such as the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture,
have been quite positive. The center would be a natural home for education iasues on wetlands,
other Central Valley habitats, and water-related issues such as flooding. We have also received
expressions of interest from nearby landowners and from regulato~ agencies, building on their
earlier support for the wetlands project in the Bypass.

We would llke to invite you to review the initkal ideas and provide your input on the Visitor
Center concept, possible locations, and future planning processes. We tbel that, if’appropriately
planned, such a project could offer tmique benefits fi3r conservation, public awareness, and the
local economy. We hope that, through an open process of solicitiug stakeholder participation,
progress on this important educational resource will move forward in earnest.

We are plarming a round/able discussinn seminar on the Visitor Center for Friday 18th Jub, 1997
8 am - noon, at the Yolo Bypass Wildlif~ Arca Headquarters Building at 45211 County Road 32B
(Chiles Road) in Davis, approximately one mile east of Mace Boulevard. We would be delighted
ifypu could attend, or send a representative to participate. The purpose of this meeting is to
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develop a shared vision for a Visitor Center and associated facilities, and to establish an
expanded Visitor Center Planning Group to help guide the development of this important
facility. We believe that no other location ha the State has tha advantages that the Yolo Basha c~t/
offer for a high-profdc visitor center about the liner-related issues of: wetIands, wildlife, water
resources, and related land and watershed consc~athan issues.

Please confirm your attendance of this meeting by July 10th. You can phone us or En~ us at the
following locations:

Stephen Sheppard:
Office(EDAW Inc.): 415.433-1.484 (fax: 415-788-4875)
Email: SRJShep@aol.com

Bob Schneider:
Home: (916) 758-4315 (fax: 9t 6 758-4391)
Emafl: duckdays@dcn.davis.ca.us

Please let us know ffyou have questions about the meethag. We very much appreciate your
interest and welcome ),our ideas.

Yours truly,

Stephen Sheppard Bob Schneider
Visitor Center Cornmitt~ Clmir Yolo Basin Foundation
Yolo Basin Foundation

enclosed: draft Vision Statement
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Attachment 10

Yolo Flyway Newsletter
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SHORT-EARED OWL

S
ho x-ea*ed ow s are usually
thought,of a~ cmatm~.~ of
tlxe arctic t~ndra,, so it oRen,
comes as a s~p~e vo Mare
daat we ~ve them in Y~lo

Yolo CounW Landfill. lust betore you

well o~ the mad (’l~ae tra~ti~on ~e ’canneW on Cox~ll Blvd., bul lltmt breed here Durin~ the winter, flaere

have to wail: H~ere @’i~ ~ro~bly ~avoid dis~l~a~ce of bree~ng hawks~on may flu~mte d~astic~ly,
so~e nor~em hamem and white and owls. ~: ~ield is attractive to de~nd~g upon the ab~mc~nce oC

Fi~’st. a sho~-ea~’ed owl will haved~e owls it’g pro~bty not a r~ew as 95 perccnl ~e r~i;~inder con-
a Roppy, ~’mgulax wing Imat which place a~ all, because ~hc owls iavoi si~ o5 iose~uch ~s gmsshoppe~g

a sho~, thick neck *hat gives it a bly only ~eea~ se J~ere ~ee morn -ear~ owls in Cal~omia scum ~o

~as~s close enm~ro s~ the lately flaat it’s become apparent thatde~’ee flaan in ~er mgidns.
’whitish unde~n~, you wi~ be aDleit is a go6d place for sho~ eared By the way, don’t w~te you*

TBe field near the land~lI is         a~ 8outher~ ~lffort~ia, the GuK         htmdmd y~rds."
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-CAIXFORNIA DUCK DAYs:
A Wetland Festival in the Hearl of the Pacific Flyway

C alii-orrtia Duck Days 1997 was and 16 pcwcc~at f~coJ:~ the San Frai~cis
a great success! The fabulous co Bay A~’~a. ,
weather was oOly outdone by . Children played wetland games,

. of singer L{nda Book Bird

workshops, t~’~ured fl~e YoI~ Bypass

VOL ERS MAKE DUCK DAYS .
"~ oT"olunteers add a perso~,l touch t~ ar~y laity," U.S ~isb and Wildlife Smwice. U.S. ~,ureau of Land Man-

~/ event, and a la~e group of m~c v61tmmers agemen~, the ~acn~men~o Yok~ M~sq~ito an~ V~tor Con
~ helped make Cal~b~ nia Duck Days mn smoormyIre] District and fl3e C{W ot t)a~qs wer~ u~strumcn~al in
~or {~w’r t 200 goes/s, Many of those who stalt~d tlqe regmany field uips, workshops, ano educational exhibits.
istratlon table or answered ~ueslions for tim gtieslh wereNext ~t’ you go to a ~fldlitt area or tacSli~ rnn by
veterans of previous Duck Days. V~lunmers s~d lh~y these agencies, realize ~at th~ Deople work~g the~e are"
i~urn~ 1o assist because ot dae festive na~e ot the~dicatcd to the resources they manage whcthe~ fl~ey
~cckend or often because they kn~w Ihcir ~ssi.~tanceon d~lB, o~ off "
would really mauer ~e local Yo[o Audubon SocieW provided outstand

R is encouraging to know ~a many people return tomg lead~’s for field ~ps all’oveI the area tha~ks to our
~tc~ Days each year Front d~e vo]uixteer s~e~ing COlI>field tnF c~rd~ato~ loan H~nphrcy, her predecessor
~ to the ingratiation volu~teers and fidd ~-~p iaurtch-ludv Whitcombe and the ta]enled group of field trip
ers, the f~sfival i~ a foc~ po~l for a co~uIaunil~’ of p~leleadem from Yolo Auduboll. .
to ’come logcther ~n ouler to phi on an a f~stive ~ent to Finally, flit California ~*atcrfow] ~>oclalion has iaken
sup~ Weflancts educafio~ and wfld]~. ~3al-~ yoLI tO a st~gng ~le in Lhe o~anizillg and development of
the many volm~tee~s who gave you1- ~{nle and a s~le. fomia Duck Days and fl~eir p~net~htp will ensur~ a

Than~ also go to the many agetacy st~ who dot~at .ative and enduring festival in the ff~ture..~udy Yost, ~om
ed tl~eir weekend ~e *o the event. Stuff from flae Uni fl~e ~vcr C~W ~dies COmmiRee did a great job prc~ducing
versiW of Calfforl~a, D~is. Cal~ornia Depa~tine~t of Fishdie O~n Houm. Gmgg Ya~s, Mike 1lag, and Mike Con
and Game, US Enviro~cn~l Protection Agency, U.S.nor worked hmvl to put ~ field trips and o~anize~he
.~my Corps el Engineem, U.S. Bureau of RecIamation,~uct:ess~] S~-ond ~uaJ ~X~ Banq~et h~ Davis.
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SIXT IANNUm BUCKS FOR DUCKS A Success
~ h~om!< you to ou~ mar~� friends~duals, businesses and organizationsHa~ &damson, Thomas Qui~,

attended the reception held at No~aTouch, Konditorei Awstfian Pasta" ~ion’s largest ~nd raiser of the year.,
Davis Fares on Friday: October 4th.Care, Peers Coffee, Cookie Company,Our seven year eftb~ on behalf of
Tha~ you to Jo~ and 3udy Whir- I~eilm~works, Starbucks Ca£fee, Califlae Yblo Bypass" Wildlife ~ea ~ suc-
combe ~ ~eir genet’ous h0spi~li~’,fornia Waterfowl Assertion, Corn- <:cs~u!/~caum o( your suppo~.
We are ~aeful for the suplx~rt of theflowe~ Fam-~, Johtx Lescroa~,
67 individuals, eommuniD’, o~ganiz~t Bazbam We!ls, Tom and Meg Stall~d, ~arkyour
tions and businesses ttmi sponsoredState Depa~lenl of Fig[i a~xl Game, for the next Bugksforl~ckst
~ae m,e~t. Please ~e ~he ad}oining M~nshine Trading Company, ~’olo

of wildlife arl and odaer ~tetesti~ and W~d~ge Semite: and artists Sher- lhe

~c~ for ~c~ SDmo~ - ~oMr 1996

Yore B~IN FOO~A~ON

O n Octo~r 12, 1996 the
Yolo Basin Foundation ByM~ C~mnOr
was given an award for

ject for.~e Coflipreheqsive C~n-~ work is close to complet o ~raced ibises out there abou~ timservation Ma~aagement Plan for ~ All the ponds, ~slands and beginning of March~the San Francisco Bay Estumy. riparian areas have been exca*at- ~fis Sp~ng and Summer we’llThe. award was glVell by Friendsed. This winl~:r each ~,etla~qd titbit ids~aH wave~ control structures,
and presenmd at the State of the    a few hundred tandra swans and     stom~vvater

Kulakow also pa~icipated in ~hespecies of shorcbirds e.g. dow~tch- ,~qike’ cOnnor is a biolq~iM with
Ef[ons Session as a panelist, black-necked stilts, and least sand
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CALIFOaNIA DUCK DAYs:
, A Wetland Festival in the Heart of the Pacific Flyway

~ aliibrnia Duck Days 1997 v-as and 16 perce~t fmr~ ~he San Fralncis-
~ . ¯ a great success! The fabhlous    ; co Bay ~a. .
~ Weather was o~y outdone by ,:~ Children played ~land games,

pan~ as they laste~led to the magic sto
and wild~ thmu ; of Voice ~f the W~d, and
weekend, the catchy

Duck Days wins held at I.i~ Book. Bird

H’all ~f a hal{1 eagle wtiile V~ur-
ties, and i~o~mation from i hnds.
tions working on ~c~ ~ t6{aled 160 differen{ wildlife

VOLlEy, Dgc  DAYS
~ "T6Lunteers add a personal touda to any large U .... ’ " ’
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G sE ’s BmD NG PANCAKr DEMONSTRATION
TOUR BENEV’rrs FOR DUCKS WETIAN~ COMING

DUCK DAYS TO FISH AND GAME
~ anday molnin~ at Duel{ Days

"~ n ~’,,njunction with sponsorship o~ "~ w~s fllll of acti’vity and good HEADQUARTERS
| Calfforma Du(k Days, GtseEe s ~ food as the Pioneer
.~. Travel introduced professionally sCarred tip pancakes and other ~ v [h~s summer constr~ction
escox’ted ~dnter bi~ding raps to Co~ breakfast treats for 300 guests. The ~ will be underway for a one
R~c~. These t~ps w~ll Financially bene Club Room was dea-orated with ~ acre denions0ation wetland
fit Calffor~tia Ducks Days. The travel bright balloons and wetland theme loc.qted adjacent to the new Fish
compan% which has m~ office in centre )ieccs macl~ by each class atand Game headquarters This

~amer to the festival that will be used I he proceeds of this I"IA corn- throtlgh grants ~rom California
t~,r many years to direct people to the mummy service event we~e c*onatec~\VaterBawl Association and Ub Fish
festival headquax~.exs. Anyo~m u~terest-to Yolo’gasm Foundation to bc and Wildlife bcix’lcc. The CWA

THANK You DUCK DAYS DONORS an,,, melnbex-ship category v#ill be

I --00051 9
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DEMONSTRATION WETL&ND...

~tes, consulting engii~eers, will do ~eprovzcle techr~ical g;sistance,’ The oplu~mity for students to become
sulx’eying and staki~ag as volua~teers, demon~tratioa wetland wil!. be rood far~iliar v,,itl~ the plant~ ax a co, re
Native grass plJ~gs for a percnr~ia[ eicd after the la~-ger ponds in the Yolonient s’o.tdy sRe, T.his project will be
gt-assland s~r~oundin~ the poad will Byp.a 8s Wildlife Area and will .~e~ x e asma it~tcgral part of %e Foundauma s
be donate¢l by" Hedgdi:t,w Farms. an ea,iJy accessible outdoor class- ’school 0~ita-each programs It is anoth-
Craig ’l~on~sen, a mr~ge scientist Withroom tbr students o5 all ages. There cr example o~. a successful Yolo Basin
UC Davis, wil[ prov}de nativ=e forbs wx/l be observaficm areas and a trail partnership providing habitat aa~d
~ol’ atlrac~ng butterflies and other . accessing the pond for c tser s udy educat onal resOuroes for tlqe co~hu
b<~neficlal insects. Pa~l Hoimarm, FishAll vegetation wilt be native plants nit}’. Look for upcoming announce-
and Game biologist, and Robert" clam~,piaa of Central ~Micv wedands ~adments recruiting volnnteers for

El $25 U1535 ~ $50 g.] $100It other ~otm ~mder*on S eve l~’ha e~e~ bleg Srnllo rd Kennelh NoaclL Jr.

yolo basin foundation
NON PROFIT ORC.P.O. Box 943

>, ,a~.~5:17 US. POSTAGEDAVIS:-CA
916 756-7248

DA\qS, CA

--000520
1-000520



Attachment 11

Yolo Basin Foundation Background Flyer
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BUILDING ON SUCCESS

The Foundation has a proven record of success. Our efforts

have been recognized in many ways In August 1995, over 150
people attended a groundbreaking celebration at the Yolo Ba-
sha Wetlands site. There the Foundation was presented with a
National Wetland~ Conservat,on Award from the US Fish and
Wildlif~ Service. At that ceremnw, S~cretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt lauded our success at creating the largest wet-
lands restoration project west of the Everglades.

Odier awards to the Foundation include the Award for Excel
lence in nonprofit management given by the San Francisco
tyased blanagement Center and The People at Chevron. A~ ~hc
State of Estuary Conference in Octobe~ 1996. me Foundatton
was recognized for outstanding implementation of the Com-
prehensive Conservation Management Plan for theSan Fran-
dsco Bay Estuary.. ] ~7 ....

Now that the Yolo Bypass WiAdlife Ar~a:~ ~ ~£ity,ye ~-ant
to d~are this spectacular resource ,,,ills the wqyld
the world of children Our dream i{ t9 reKch all
the reg on, and let the n ex~er~egce~ ~r themse, yes tb*¢ o}~ of
seeing 100,000 ducks, geese and s~ arls tn ~a ~,ast g;etland.
feel that the mu~t crucial element in co~Sm,atibtl~ wildhfe
resources is to make the next gener~.pon un0ersta0O why wild
life habitat desenes’~’,~ protectioi~. W~ Want children to ;ee li~t-
band rltis regional treasure~ and to IWlp them undei:stand why
all of us must pwserve the wettands;0f the Pacific Fl}~’ay.

yo o bAsI 
PO Box %3

Davi~ CA 95617

(916)"]56-7248

Contact Robin Kulakow execuUve director

Tax Status: 501ic)3 nonprofit public benefi~ corporation: Tax ID g 68-0230311
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olo basin four dation

W~,
en you dr~.ve on [me~smte 80 east toward tl?e

"~ olo Causeway be~-een Davis and Sacramento,
you may observe Ihu large sign identif?~,ing the

Yolo Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of ~he
~any 5’blo Basin partners marks the location of o~te
of the nation’s most exciting devdopments in nature
conservation and public education. The "~Z~lo Basin
Wetlands, officially known as the Yolo Bypass State
Wildlife Area, is the largest pnbliciprivate restoration Fall 1997. In addition, a committee is evaluating the
project in the West. 3,500 acres of land in the Yv!o planning steps necessary.’ to build a "dsiror center.
Bypass floodway are under conversiors to wetlands "~" "Tolo Basin Foundation continues as the coma~uni-
and other habitats

~/][cation link beea,een the many people and organi
¥olo Basin Foctndation (Foundation) was lotmded in .~. za~ions involved in creating and managing the

1990 as a community based organization to assist in wildlife Area. Educational progra*~ under-way include:
theestab]ishmentofthe-YoloBypassWi]dlilbkrea The sponsoring ~he t~,urth annual California Duck Days-a
Foundation is a non proilt public benefit corporation t~ee day waterfowl and wetlands festival in the heart
dedicated to educating and inspiring people about of the Pacil3c Flyway to be held February 14,-14= 1997;
wetlands and wildlife of the Cetural \,itlley. The 16 publishing the Yolo Flyway newsletter; bringing
member board of dimctom represents a dNerse group lairds education into the schools with our "Wild About
of interests, llom agriculture and waterfowl conserva- Wezlands" Mrs; and, introducing people to the natural
tion to local government and the business communiw. places in the communiD’ ~rough field trips. This year
It is universally cmdiled with being the driving to,re we are offering rotors of the wikllife area once a month
behind the partnership that led to the creation of the in pa~m_ership with Yolo Audubon Society.
"~%1o Basin Wetlands project. The establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlil~ Area

A pnncJpal goal of the Foundation is environmental and the work of the Foundation l-*as been widely
education in the context or the Yolo Bypass Wildlife gardcd as a model for planning and completion of o~her
Area. Nov,- that the restoration of the wildlife area is wetland prnjects. The bypass is a key cotuponent of
nearly complete, the Foundation is ready to move for tt~e habitat restoration planned as part of the CabTed
ward with it~ educational mission. We are gearing up Bay Delta Accord pto~ess now- underway, and is a vital
to recruit and train a new cadre of volunteers who will dement of the Central Valley HaUit.at Joint Vemure’s
serve as docents to provide opportunities tbr hundreds habitat restoration goals The Foundation will be an
of students fi-om throughout the region to experience ituportant local player [n hnplementing these many
the new wi!dlife area first hand. The new "Discover plans.
the Flyway, program for’ schools" is slated to begin in
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